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Tor THE MESSENGER. 

Mr. Eprror: As.the Editor of a Religious paper, you have dis- 
cussed almost every point of religious doctrines, about which the 
christian world has been, for many years, divided. But oflate, 
you seemto have changed your course. Some of your friends 
are ata loss to know your reasonsfor doing so. If your present 
course is right, your former one was wrong; and, vice versa. Per- 
haps, however, you have reasons for your conduct, of which I am 
not apprised. 

There is one subject which has produced considerabie excite- 
ment in my neighborhood, for some time,that many of your 
friends have been expecting you would notice; but hitherto we 
have looked in vain: that is, the subject of paying tithes for the 
support ef religion. The Pastor of a congregation, not far from 
where I live some time ago, preached to the people, that the Mo- 
saic Law in relation to this subject, was sever abrogated, and, of 
course, that it is still binding on the Community, to pay one fenth 
of all cheir income, for the support of religion. He gave it as 
his opinion that the Omission, of this duty is one reason why our 
crops of wheat &c. are not more abundant; stating, that God, asa 
punishment for our criminal derelictions of duty, sends the fly, 
and destroying insect, to lay waste our grain. Not long afterI 
ueard this sermon, one of my neighbors and myself were con- 
versing about it, and he informed me, that these sentiments were 
inculcated generally through the country. Now, Mr. Editor, if 
it be a fact, that the Law of God requires we should give one tenth 
of our income, a3 it ‘vas required of the Jews, for the support of 
the Levitical priesthood, we are certainly greatly, and, I will add, 
sinfully negligent in most parts ofthis country; for I really be- 
lieve, that, instead of giving one tenth, most professing christians 
do not give the one hundreth part of their income. And, on the 
other hand, if it be a fact, as most of us in this quarter believe, the 
Law which previded for the Priests, was abrogated, with the 
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Priesthood: those who teach otherwise, afd endeavour to obtaig 
the tenth of our hard earnings, are,l fear, reaching after more 
than their just due. 

Will you, Sir, give us, with your usual freedom, your opinion, 
in relatien to this question? It will confer a favour on, and much 
oblige one of your constant readers. A SU BSCRIBER. 


In answer to the above, the ditor would say, that he continued 
his doctrinal discussion, until he considered Simacif as having 
touched on every thing important. And he did not feel dispos- 
ed to reiterate. He is still, however, at bis post, and shall be heard 
when necessity calls. 

As to the “rrruine” alluded to, he would remark, that he has 
not beenan unobserving spectator of passing events. He has 
heard of the doctrines having been defended by the most distin 
guished divines of a certain cast, in this country; and he believed 
they hadtheir ends to accomplish. At the same time, he was im 
pressed with a belief, that the doctrine would not generally “take 
—thatits advocates would become ashamed of it, and finally a 
bandon it; under these impressions, he thought proper not to di: 
turb the public about it. He acknowledges, however, that hy 
has been in part mistaken; for, in several instances, persons have 
been induced to pay up arrearages; some in land, others in money 
town property, produce, &c. And from-all he can learn on the 
subject, he is now convinced, that efforts will be made to give 
currency to the doctrine, as extensively as possible. He will, 
therefore, comply with the reques: of his “constant reader,” so 
far as to give his opinion on the subject, without reserve. 

It appears from the circumstance of Abram’s paying tithes to 
Melchizdeck, Gen, xiv. 20, that the practice was very ancient.— 
It was not peculiar to the promised seed; for it was common to 
the heathen. They supported their systems of idolatry, by pay- 
ing one tenth of their income to the Priests and the temples. It 
is our present object, however, to examine into the practice, as 
established by the Almighty, among the Jews, and as continued 
among some of the christian churches; and also, to notice the 
arguments in favor of its divine obligation at this time. 

When God separated the Jews from all other nations, he drove 
out of the twelve tribes, that of Aaron, to serve in the sanctuary, 
as “priests of the most high.” The station to which these con- 
secrated persons were called, was too important to be attended to 
by the “ halves,” orin an imperfect manner; they were, therefore, 
required to attend to their sacradotal duties exclusively, without 
even allowing themselves time to cultivate a garden, vineyard or 
harvest-field. They were not allowed to raise sheep, or flocks of 
any description. But how, under these circumstances, were thes 
to receive a support’ Why, they received their equal portion © 
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the produce Of the soil, flocks, &c. by way of tithes , so that, ypon 
the whole, thev (taking into the account their families and depen- 
lants) shared ¢ qually with others, in all the riches of the land. 
That our readers may have the subject fully before them, we 
shall produce a fe v quotations from the Bible. “And all the tithe 
of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of 
the tree, is the Lords: itis holy unto the Lord. And concerning 
the tithe of the herd, orof the flock, * ™ *® ®* the tenth shall 
be holy unto the Lord ;” Lev. xxvii. 30 an)32. “And behold, J 
have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel, for an in 
heritance, for their services which they serve’’ &c. Num. xviii. 21 
That it was the practice, not to give one tenth of their net pro- 
eeds, but of all their possessions, appears from Luke xvii. 12, 
“I give tithes Of al/ that I possess.” The equity of giving one 
tenth of all their possessions to the sacerdotal tribe, consists in 
the fact, that the priests were obliged to devote themselves ex- 
clusively to the duties of their sacred office, an@ were not allowed 
(0 possess any portion of the land, or property, but what they 
received in that way. They were also required to devote one 
tenth of their tenth, to the service of the tabernacle as a sacrifice 
This regulation forbade that they should ever become wealthy.—- 
While their countrymen were improving their farms, vineyards, 
and orchards, and thus enhancing the value of their property, the 
yviests had to content themselves with a tenth of the proceeds. — 
ti, this respeci, the condition of the ancient priests was entirely 
lifferent from that of those who inculcate the doctrine of tithes, 
inmodern times. Mostof these, not only obtain a /en/h, but they 
obtain and possess personal property, which, as stated above, was 
contrary to the Levitical Law; See Numbers xviil. 23, where itis 
said of the priests, “ It shall be a statute forever, throughout you 
generations, that among the children of Israel, they have no 
inheritance.”’ This isa circumstance connected with the tithing 
system, that our modern priests overlook ; for, instead of “ having 
no inheritance ’’ among their people, they “ get all they can, and 
keep allthey get.” By this means, the wealth of those countries, 
where tithing is attended to, is gradually transferee to the clergy, 
until they are among the principal lords of the land. Witness, 
effects of paying so much to the sacerdotal order, in England, 
France, Spain; &c. The great mass of the people are difficulted 
to procure for their families, the coarsest kind of sustenance.— 
Let us suppose a minister of the Gospel, who receives tithes of 
his congregations, to have wider his pastoral care, five hundred 
members ; each one of these, we will suppose, raises corn, cotton, 
fruit, Stock, &c. to the amount of five hundred dollars annually, 
and he gives one tenth of the whole, to his pastor; what will be 
the pastor’s annual income ? Twenty-five thousand dollars! ! This 


s quite a moderate ca!culution; for, it is well known, that, in 
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same « uuntries by a ue uigher orders of priests, receive, some of 
them at least, more than one hundred thousand dollars a year, And 
this will ult imately be the case ia the United States if the dociring 
of tithing prevails. 

We shall now proceed to notice the arguments adduced in sup 
port of itscontinuing obligatory upon the Christian Church, 

It is said, that every institution of the Old Testament is g¢jj] 
in force, which was not abrogated by a divine command. 

If, by “a divine command,” is meant, a particular reference to 
each and every precept of the Mosaic economy, it is not true; fo; 
many particular duties, binding on the ancient Jews, by the autho. 
rity of God, are not now in force, by the same authority, though 
thev have never been abolished, but by inference and analogy, as 
connected with the general system of Jewish ceremonies. Bu: 
we contend, that the doctrine of ti/hing was done away, by divine 
authority. ‘Phe apostle Paul informs us, that the priesthood being 
changed, there is, of necessity, a change also, of the law. Th: 
“ change of the priesthood ”’ here, dges not mean a transfer of thc 
sacradotal office to the ministers of the chrigtian church; but t: 
Christ Jesus, the “ high priest,” who ever lives to make interces. 


sion for us at the right hand of God.” If then, the transfer was not 
from the tribe of Levi to Christian ministers, but to Christ hin. 
self, christian ministers have no more right to claim their perqui- 
sites or tithes, than they have to wear the golden ephod, or to 
sacrifice beasts and birds upon the altar. Once more, Paul say: 


“the law is changed.” This“ change’ implies an entire abroga 
tion of the ceremonial system, as appears from the New Testa 
ment. The doctrine of tithes, derived its authority from the 
ceremonial law, as much as did circumcision and sacrifice ; and if 
the law is abrogated upom which was founded the doctrine of 
cither, they, being left without a foundation, have certainly fallen. 

Again;——the Lord Jesus, when upon earth, neither received 
tithes, as a priest himself, nor inculcated the duty of paying 
them, upon his followers, His apostles, also, neither taught it to 
the church nor realized its effects, which they certainly would 
have done, when they were speaking on the subject of supporting 
the ministry aud the church, if they had considered the doctrines 
still ir. force. 

In our next week’s number, we shall notice this doctrine 4s 
connected with the history of the Christian Church. 


THE TRACT SOCIETY AGAIN. 

Since we published our remarks upon this subject, the consti 
tution, &e. we have been up the country as far as Tazewell, and 
down as low as Morganton, and we believe, that moderate exer- 
tions on the part of the travelling preachers, and others, will suc- 
ceed to the establishment of societies in almost eyery neighoa 
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hood. Let him, therefore, who is zealous tor the cause of God 
for the good of the rising generation, and for thousands yet un- 
horn; commence this great work in good earnest. Letevery trav 
ling preacher procure afew of the Tracts, shew them to the 
friends, and encourage them to subscribe, and assist in procuring 
-he subscriptions of ethers, for the same purpose. Where an ae 
‘ive responsible person can be prevailed on toact as an agent, in 
, settlement where there is alikelihood of forming a society, let 
him leave some of the Tracts with him, and soon we shall suc- 
eed beyond our most sanguine prospects. 





We are happy to present our readers, this week, with an ac 

count of the formation of a “Sunday School Union Society,” un 
ler the special direction of our superintendants. This will pro- 
Juce a more general, and simultaneous effort to extend the benefits 
of these useful institutions through every sectien of the country, 
where itis practicable. It possesses another advantage peculiar 
‘to itself; that is, its connection with the Book Concern. By 
means of this relation, every Sunday school under its general prov 
dence, can obtain Books, Tracts, &c. terms equally good with 
any in the United States. We would earnestly recommend out 
friends to form: Auxiliary Societies in every settlement, where 
they can collect ten or twelve children who will attend, and, by 
the agency of the travelling preachers, they can soon be well sup 
olied with books and tracts. 








“THE CALVINISTIC MAGAZINE. 


ibis paper bas at length comeforth. It isto be conducted by 
he Rev. James Gallaher, Frederic. A. Ross, and David Nelson, 
and published by S. D, Mitchell. 


t iscommenced by a solemn dedication to the Holy Trinity. 


[ts second picce is called “An ineffectual struggle” that is, for 
person to disbelieve Calvinistic doctrines. 


The third is, “The character and safety ofthe saints.” “A Ser- 


mon:by the Rev. James Gallaher” on John x. 27, 28,29. “My 
cheep hear my woice,"” &c. 


_The fourth is, a “Pastoral Letter addressed by the Synod of 
Tennessee, to the churches under their care.” 


The mechanical part of the work is well executed, and the edi; 
‘oral department conducted with firmness and decision. They 
save come out more fully and plainly on points of doctrine, than 


a 


tuany were inclined to believe they would. We shall notice some 
| darts of it hereafter 
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CONSTITUTION AND ADDRESS 
Of the Sunday School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Chure; 

At anumerous meeting of the members and friends of the Met), 
odist Episcopal church, convened for the special purpose of estal 
lishing a society under the above title, in the Forsyth-street chureh 
New-York, on the 2d inst., the following constitution was unan 
mously adopted:— 

CONSTITUTLON 
Of the Sunday School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Chure) 
adopted April 2, 1827. 

Arr. 1. The title of this association shalibe, ‘iy 
Sunday School Union of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.” 

Art. 2, The objects of this society shall be, to pr 
mote the formation, and to concentrate the efforts, | 
sabbath schools connected with the congregations of |! 
Methodist KMpiscopal church, and all others that in 
become auxiliary; to aid in the instruction of the ris 
generation, particularly in the knowldge of the HK. 
Scriptures, and in the,service and worship of God. 

Arr. 3. The affairs of the society shall be conduct 
ed by a board, consisting ofa president, five vice presi 
dents, members of the Methodist Episcopal church, aod 
twenty-four managers, lay members of said church, to 
be elected on the second Wednesday in June, at which 
time the anniversary shall be held. Each annua! con 
ference shall have the privilege of choosing a vice pres! 
dent from theiroWn body, who, together with the pre 
siding elder of the New-York district, the agents of the 
General Book Concern, and such ministers of the Meth 
odist Episcopal church as may be stationed in the city 
of New-York, andalsoa corresponding and recording 
secretary, and a treasurer, elected from the board, ot 
otherwise, at their discretion, shall be members of the 
board of managers. 

Arr. 4. At all meeting of the society, and of the 
board of managers, the president, or, in his absence, the 
grst Vice president on the list then present; or, in the al 
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sence of all the vice presidents, a person chosen for that 
purpose, shall preside. 

Arr. 5. The managers shall recommend to the 
agents of the General Book Concern such books and 
tracts as they may judge proper and necessary to be pub- 
lished for Sunday schools which shall always be fur 
nished at the lowest rates. ‘They shall also provide for 
visiting the schools in the city of New-York,and its 
vicinity, and supplying them with the necessary books 
aud rewards. ‘Chey shall fill all vacancies which occur 
in their own body during the year. Make by-laws 
for their own government; report their proceedings an 
nually, atthe meeting of the society, and adopt such 
other measures consistent with this constitution, and 
with the order and discipline of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, as they may judge ‘conducive to the interests of 
the institution. 

Anr 6. ‘The annual meeting of the society shall be 
hie ‘din the city of New-York, on the second We ‘duesday 

in May, at w hich time reports from auxiliaries and sc hools 
attached tothis union, shall be rece ived.—Fifteen mem- 

bers shall form aquorum. ‘Special meetings may be 
called by the president, or by either of the officers, upon 
the written request of five of the managers; of which, 
in either c case, due notice shall be given. 

Arr. 7. Officers of Sunday schools connected with 
this union, and ministers actively engaged in their pro- 
motion in any place, shall be entit'ed to attend the meet- 
ings of the board, and to give their opinien and counsel 
on any subject under discussion, and te propose any 
measure for the consideration of the board. 

Art. 8. All Sunday school associations connected 
with this union, shall have the sole management of their 
own internal affairs, insuch manner as they may judgy 
most expedient; appointing their own superintende: 
visiters, and teachers; fixing their hours of instr: 
selecting books for their schools and libraric 
such other matters as may appertain to ¢! 
sochols. 
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Art. 9. The payment of one dollar annually, in ad. 
vance, shall constitute a member of this society, and of 
ten dollars at any onetime a member for life. Super- 
intendents, visiters, and teachers, in the city of New- 
York, actively engaged in Sunday schools connected 
with this union, shall also be considered members, 

Art. 10. Sunday school associations paying three 
dollars or more into the funds of this institution, and 
sending acopy of their constitution, alist of their officers, 
and an annual -report, shall be auxiliary, and be entitled 
to purchase books at the reduced prices. 

ArT. 11. This constitution shall not be altered but 
by a vote of two-thirds of the members present at a regu- 
lar meeting of the society, upon the recommendatioa of 
the board of managers. 

On the evening of the 19th inst. a meeting of the mem- 
bers of the society was called, when the following offi- 
cers and .managers were elected for the ensuing year:— 
er W. M’KENDREE, President. 

*“ Enoch George, first Vice President 

“ R. R. Roberts, 2d do. 
“« Joshua Soule, 3d do. 
“ E. Hedding 4th do. 
The preacher in this stayon who may be appointed to the charge 
of the Sunday schools in the city of New-York, 5th — do. 
Rev. N. Bangs, D. D.,* Corresponding Seeretary. 
Mr. L. 5. Burling, Recording Secretary. 
John Westfield, Treasurer. 

Managers.—Joseph Smith, John G. Horton, Wm. 
Kenworthy. David Keys, Andrew E. Wheeler, John 
Westfield, Peter Badeat, Thomas Roby, John Para- 
dise, Thomas Fairweather, Lancaster S. Burling, 
Simeon Price, Robert Mathison, Azor Hoyt, Henry 
Worrall, Stephen R. Kirby, Henry Moore, Stephen 
Dando, W. H. Bangs, George W. Fowler, B. Badger, 
George Suckley, John Valentine, Ephraim Pardee. 

After the election of the above officers and managers, 
it was, en motion, 

Resolyed, That the constitution of the society,,accom 














. ~ 
29 | 


pained with an address from the board of managers, 
and a constitution suitable for the formation of auxiliary 
societies, be published in the Christian Advocate and 
Journal. 


° ADDRESS 
Of the Managers of the Sunday School Union of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, to their brethren and 

friends throughout the United States and elsewhere: 
ResPECTED BRETHREN AND FRIENDS: 

In approaching you on the subject to which your at- 
tention is now invited, the managers take the liberty of 
stating a few things which have dictated the propriety 
of forming the society designated by the above constitu- 
tion. ‘They can assure you, that they have not been 
Jed hastily into this measure, but according to their best 
ability, have carefully weighed every circumstance con- 
nected with it, having deliberately consulted with each 
other, and with their most aged and experienced breth- 
ren, both preachers, and private members, of the 
church. 

'The Methodist Episcopal church is new composed 
fof nearly four hundred thousand mtmbers, upwards of 
fourteen hundred travelling preachers, and perhaps more 
than double that number of local preachers.4-From ‘the 
peculiar organization of this church, all these are con- 
sidered as one body, adopting the same doctrines, dis- 
cipline, mode of church government, and the managers 
would hope, actuated by the same spirit under the same 
‘great Head of the church, striving to “preserve the unity 
of the spiritin the bonds ef eal These, together 
with the regular attendants en the Methodist ministry, 
make a population, including children, of not less than 
two millions, which are dependant on the muinistrations 
of our church. 

Without even insinuating the want of soundness in the 
cardinal principles of Christianity in the major part of 
other Christian denomipations in our country, or calling 

in question the purity of their motives. er ardency of 
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their zeal, the managers will not conceal the fact, that 
they give a decided preference to their own church, 
firmly believing its doctrines and discipline, and have 
witnessed with unspeakable joy its surprising progress 
in so short a time, and its salutary influence on the 
hearts and lives of so many happy thousands. Itis a 
truth as evident as the blaze of the sun at mid day, thar 
the first impetus which was given to the great work of 
reformation now going farw ard i in the world, God gave 
through the instrumentality of the W esleys and their 
coadjutors in the ‘‘ministry of reconciliation.” The 
introduction into this country of a spiritual and energeti 
itinerating ministry, first begun by those men of God, 
has produced results at once astonishing and delightful, 
Others have caught the missionary spirit, and have en 
tered into the work with zeal and success. In spread- 
ing pure religion, the managers wish them ‘all good 
speed. 

Among other effects of this great work, by which thie 
present age is distinguished, sabbath school instruction 
is not the ‘least. The primary object of the first promo. 
ters of this work was to afford elementary instruction 
to such poor children as were destitute of common day 
school education, and atthe same time to give such re 
ligious instruction as is suited to the age and capacity of 
the children} ‘The utility of this mode of imparting 
knowledge to the juvenile mind, soon became apparent 
to all denominations of Christians, and in the large towns : 
and cities especially, they have less or more availed 
themselves of its advantages. In the progress of the 
work, in our country, efforts have been made to unite all 
ssects and parties in ene general socicty, called/‘The 
‘| American Sunday sc hool Union Society;”’?) and-while 
many have come into this union, others, thihking it best 
to manage their own affairs in their own way, remain in 
an insulated state, or have arrayed themselves under the 
standard of their own denomination. 

Among others who haye hitherto stood alone, there 
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are many belonging toour church. Not feeling inclined 
to connect themselves with the general union, and find- 
ing no ceutre of union in their own church, they have 
long felt the tuconvenience of their insulated state. As 
the Methodist Book Concern is located in the city of 
New- York, it was natural for them to look to this place 
for aid. Accordingly, frequent applications have been 
made to the agents of that establishment in reference to . 
this subject.“ It was at once perceived, that this estab- 
lishment afforded facilities for printing and circulating 
books suitable for Sunday schools, as well as the receiv- 
ing and sending out, through the medium of the period- 
ical works printed there, all necessary information in 
relation to their institution, which could not be obtained 
elsewhere; and the agents of that concern have pledged 
themselves to the society that Sunday school ‘books 
shall be furnished by them as cheap as they can be ob- 
tained at any other place. 

o There circumstances led‘ to the idea of forming a San- 
day School Union for the Methodist Episcopal church. 
But here, at the outset, many difficulties were to be en- 
countered. Most of these in our church engaged in 
Sunday schools in the city of New-York, were con- 
necied with the general union; and though some things \ 
had recently transpired of which they could not wholly 
approve, they were strongly attached to the union, hav 
ing laboured in this work with their brethren of other de 
nominations with much harmony and Christian feeling; 
but, after deliberating with calmness on all the circum- 
stances of the case, the managers are convinced, that 
duty enjoins it on them, because more good may be ulti- 
mately accomplished, to form a union for the church of 
which they are members, independent of the American 
Union. \ Experiment alone will test the correctness of 
this opinion.  \ ‘ 

It has already been observed, that the primary object 
of Sunday schools was to impart elementary instruction, 
mixed with religious improvement, to those children 
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who were destitute of the advantages derived from com- 
mon schools. ‘Though this origisal object ought never 
to be abandoned, yet the general diffusion of this sort of 
instruction in our country, through the medium of com- 
mon schools, and public and private free schools, .ven- 
ders this object less essential. Hence religious instruc. 
tion is the grand and primary object of Sunday school 
instruction in our day, and among ous children, On 
this account, however humiliating the fact, a general un- 
ion of all parties becomes the more difficult. What- 
ever may he the intention, each teacher of religion will 
more or less inculcate bis own peculiar views of Christt- 
anity, and thus insensibly create party feelings and in- 
terests. And this difficulty is increased by the practice 
‘recently adopted by the employment of missionaries who 
are to be supported from the funds of the.general insti- 
tution. The managers are of the opinion, that the 
most likely way for the several denominations to live and 
labour together in peace, is for each to conduct its own 
affairs, and still to hold out the hand of fellowship to its 
neighbour, They, therefore, disclaim all unfriendly feel- 
ing towards others who may be engaged in this good 
work. They wish them all,success in diffusing moral 
and religious influence on the minds of youth, and hope 
always to be ready to reciprocate any act of kindness 
which may contribute to strengthen each other’s hands 
in the work in which they are mutually engaged. 
Having thus explained the views of the society, the 
managers would now call on their brethren and friends 
to unite with them, by establishing, wherever it is prac- 
ticable, Sunday school associations auxiliary to this so- 
ciety. To give a direction to this work, and to produce 
as much uniformity as local circumstances will allow, 
the form of a constitution suitable for auxiliary societies, 
is herewith submitted. 
One principal reason for locating the parent society 
in New-York, in preference to any other place, is the 
facilities afforded by our book Concern for printing and 
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circulating books. ‘lhe agents of that grewing esiab- 
lishment hold an extensive correspondence with every 
part of our country, and possess the readiest means of 
communicating information on every subject connected 
with Sunday school instruction, and can supply any 
auxiliary with books onthe shortest notice, and cheapest 
terms. And it will be perceived, by an article in the 
constitution, that by paying three dollars into the funds 
of the insfitution, sending a list of its officers, and a copy 
of its annual report, an auxiliary is entitled to purchase 
beoks at the reduced prices.—A list of the books, with 
the prices annexed, will hereafter be furnished through 
the medium of the Advocate and Journal, 

That an itinerating ministry possesses advantages 
peculiar to itself, in promoting objects of benevolenee, 
will not be, by any, disputed. ‘This, as well as the 
manner in which our Book Concern is conducted, super- 


cedes the necessity and the expense of employing sep- - 


erate agencies in order to carry on the werk of Sunday 
school instruction. The funds, therefore, which may 
be raised, can be appropriated to the purchase of books. 

It will be perceived from the constitution, thai it is the 
design of the society, by means of auxiliaries, to com- 
prehend every part of our church, in this great and 
good cause. * The senior bishop is constituted the pre- 
sident, and the other four bishops are vice presidents; 
and provision is made for each annual conference to 
elect a vice president from its own body; and the board 
ef managers being located in New-York, a centre of 

union is formed for the whole community, and all being 

connected with our Book Concern, an easy channel of 
«ommunicatien is opened, by which books may be print- 
ed and circulated, and remittances and information 
made and received. 

These being the views and objects of the society, the 
managers think that they may confidently call on their 
brethren and friends for their aid and co-operation. 
To the ministers of the church, especially, do they look 


Se SS 


en teeter ane Ra 


7 


— 


* = a 



































Sz 





for an efficient effortin carrying the benevolent design 
into practical operation. Let them think on the numer- 
ous children embosomed in the church, which they are 
appointed to nourish with the sincere mille of the werd. 
‘These are the lambs of the flock, which, that they may 
become the sheep of God’s pasture, must be tenderly 
nursed. Let them, therefore, be gathered into the foid 
of sabbath schools, put under the care of faithful shep- 
herds, who will watch over their welfare, instil into their 
minds moral and religious truth, and thus prepare 
them, under the influence of divine grace, to become 
faithful followers of the chief Shepherd and Bishop of 
their souls. 

The managers conclude by commending their cause 
to God and to the prayers of their brethren that they 

may be wisely directed in this arduous enterprise, and 
by saying that any suggestion by which the system may 
be improved so as to ac “complish more perfectly the pur- 
poses of its organization, will be thankfully received 
and duly considered. 

By order of the board of managers, 
NaTuan. Banas, 
Cor. Sec. S. S.U. MM. E. C. 

New-York, April 17, 1827. 

o . 7 
CONSTITUTION FOR AUXILIARIES* 
Recommended bythe Board of Managers of the Metho 
dist Sunday School Union. 

Art. 1. The title of this association shall be, ‘The 
a Sunday School, auxiliary to the Sunday 
School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

Art. 2. The officers of this society shall consist ofa 
president, vice president, corresponding and recording 
secretary, & treasurer, and —managers, members of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, who shall constitute a 
board for the transaction of business, and-——shall form # 
quorum. * 
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Art. 3. The presiding elder of the district, and the 
préachers on the circuit or station, shall be ex-officiu mem- 
bers of the beard. } 

Art. 4. The board shal) meet -——--——, or oftener if . 
necessary, and special meetings may be called by either 
of the officers, or any two of the managers. 

Art. 5. The board shall have authority to make by- 
laws for their own government, and to fill up all vacan- 
cies in their own body during the year. 

Art. 6. Hach subscriber of dollars shall be a 
member; and the payment of dollars, at one time, 
shall constitute a member for life. 

Art. 7. The annual meeting of the society shall be 
held on the first Wednesday in April, in each year, 
when the officers and managers shall be chosen, and 
the annual report be presented. The report shall state 
the number of superiutendants, children and adult 
scholars, and such other important matter as shall be 
iuteresting or useful—a copy of which shall be sent 
to the corresponding secretary of the union without 
delay. 

Art. 8. Quarterly meetings ofthe society shall be held 
on the first Wednesday of July, October, January, and 

(pril, in each year. At all meetings of the society, 
—shall form a quorum. 






































* This constitution can be altered so as to suit any 
peculjar local circumstance. 





*.* Zion’s Herald, the Religious Messenger, Augusta Herald, 
aud Holston Conference Messenger, will confer a favour on the 
officers and managers of this institution, by giving the above a 
notice in their respective columns. 
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Man by degeneration, is become a most disordered and 
rebellious creature, opposing his maker, as the First 
Cause, by self dependence; as the Chief Good, by self- 
love; as the Highest Lord, by self will; and as the Last 
End by self-seeking. Thus he is, quite disordered and 
all his actions are irregular. His once i) fminated under- 
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standing, is now clouded with ignorance; his once cém. 
plying willis now full of rebellion and stabbornness; 
his once subordinate powers, have now cast off the demin. 

ion of superior faculties. But by regeneration this disorder 

ed soul is set right again; sanctification being as the scrip. 
ture expresses it, the renovation of the soul after the image 
ot God, in which self-dependence is removed by faith; se/j 
love by the love of good; self-will, by subjection and obe. 
dience to the will of God; and self-seeking, by sefl-de. 
nial. The darkened understanding is again-illuminated 
the refractory will sweetly subjected, the rebellious appe. 
tite gradually conquered. Thus the soul which sin had 
uttiversally depraved, is, by grace restored. 


HYMN FOR FAMILY WORSHIP 


O Lord another day is flown, 
And we, a lonely band, 

Are met once more before thy throne. 
To bless thy fostering hand, 





And wilt thou bend a listening ear 
To praises low as ours? 

Theu wilt! for Thou dost love to hear 
The song which meekness pours 


And, Jesus, thou thy smiles wilt deign, 
As we before thee pray; 

For thou didst bless the infant train, 
And we are less than they. 


O let thy grace perform its part, 
An@ let contention cease; 

And shed abroad in every heart 
Thine everlasting peace! 


‘Fhus chasten’d, cleansed, entirely thine, 
A flock by Jesus led, 

The Sunof Holiness shall shine, 
In glory on our head. 


And thon wilt turn our wandering feet, 
® And thou wilt bless our way, 
Vill worlds. shall fade, and faith shall gree:. 
The dawn of lasting day 


